The masses took little notice of it at first; but the commissioners of revenue in Dublin took action in a letter they addressed to the Right Hon. Edward Hopkins, secretary to the Lord Lieutenant. This letter, dated August 7th, 1722, began by expressing surprise at the patent granted to Mr. Wood, and asked the secretary " to lay before the Lord Lieutenant a memorial, presented by their agent to the Lords of the Treasury, concerning this patent; and also a report of some former Commissioners of the revenue on the like occasion ; and to acquaint his Grace, that they concurred in all the objections in those papers, and were of opinion, that such a patent would be highly prejudicial to the trade, and welfare of this kingdom, and moie particularly to his Majesty's revenue, which they had formerly found to have suffered very much by too great a quantity of such base coin,"l No reply was received to this letter.
Fears began to be generally felt, and the early murmurs of an agitation to be heard when, on September igih, 1722, the Commissioners addressed a second letter, this time to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury. The letter assured their Lordships "that they had been applied to by man)? persons of rank and fortune, and by the merchants and traders in Ireland, to represent the ill effects of Mr. Wood's patent, and that they could fiom former experience assure their Lordships, it would be paiticularly detrimental to his Majesty's revenue. They represented that this matter had made a great noise here, and that there did not appear the least want of such small species of coin for change^ and hoped that the importance of the occasion would excuse their making this repi esentation of a matter that had not been referred to them."-4
To this letter also no reply was vouchsafed. In the meantime, Wood kept sending in his coins, landing them at most of the ports of the kingdom.
"Then everyone that was not interested in the success of this coinage/3 writes the author of the pamphlet already quoted, "by having contracted for a great quantity of his halfpence at a large discount, or biassed by the hopes of immoderate gain to be made out of the ruins of then country, expressed their apprehensions of the pernicious consequences of this copper money ; and resolved to make use of the right they had by lain to refuse the same." 3
The Lord Lieutenant, the Duke of Grafton, had arrived in August, 1723, and parliament sat early in September. Its first attention was paid to the Wood patent. After the early excitement had subsided, they resolved to appeal to the King. During the early stages of the discussion, however, the Commons addressed the Lord Lieutenant, asking that a copy of the patent and other papers relating to it, be laid before them. This was on September I3th. On the following day Mr, Hopkins informed the House that the Lord Lieutenant had no such copy, nor any papers. The House then unanimously resolved to inquire into the matter on its own account, and issued orders for several
1  "A Defence of the Conduct of the People of Ireland," etc., p. 6.
2  Ibid., pp. 6-7.                                             3 Ibid., p. 7.